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 Kasia Kay, Human Race, Only (2020) – installation view.  

 

In Venice, which has been orphaned of the great Biennale events, with museums closed to 

reduce the impact of mobility on infection statistics, some contemporary spaces that remain 

open, thanks to their open-air setting, can continue to offer artistic stimuli to the 

community. This is the case of the Giardini della Marinaressa. This location hosts artworks of 

strong scenic impact at the Venice Biennial orbit. The restitution of the space is mainly the 

work of the European Cultural Center, which since 2017 has promoted and supported the 

restructuring of the two gardens - Levante and Ponente. Allowing for these public areas to 

be accessible and open again for international art projects. Currently, the small and 

suggestive wooded park overlooking the Riva dei Sette Martiri hosts, among others, the 

work "Human Race, Only" (2020) by Kasia Kay, artist and curator who has always been 

committed to the search for originality in the artistic proposal and unprecedented ways of 

reconciling the work of art with the curatorial idea that must support the message. The 

intent of Kay is revealed right from the quote, which is the work's integral part: 

"There is no such thing as race. None. There is just a human race - scientifically, 

anthropologically." 

It is a quote from Toni Morrison (Lorain, 1931 – New York, 2019), an American writer and 

academic, the first African American woman to win the Nobel Prize for Literature (1993). 

The concept of race exists only as one human race, both scientifically and anthropologically. 

It is easy to understand how Kay's sculpture refuses any pretext of incommunicability to 

explicitly and directly offer a message. The 82 letters that makeup Toni's sentence Morrison 

are “printed” in as many bronze beads joined together by a thread arranged in either a 

spiral or linear way, like pearls in a necklace. The work invites all human beings to 

acknowledge and express their apologies for evil and affirm the determination to correct 

beliefs on the human race. "Humanity deserves hope and healing, unity and dialogue - 

explains Kay – "I used Morrison's quote to invoke transformation and a change, to 

strengthen our struggle a for a better world, a world where racial discrimination leave room 

for equality." - Marisa Sadiscrimination. 
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